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ENJOY BEAUTIFUL WALKS ALONG THE WATER. . .

Bisses
of Sion  

Enjoy scenic walks along picturesque paths by the water, through the vineyard and its wall 
terraces, or through forests, orchards and pastures. Admire the beautiful panorama of the 
city of Sion, its hills and castles, and the Rhône Valley. 
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YOUR NEXT TRIP @ANZÈRE

Anzère Tourisme is your organization partner for your upcoming 

group outing. Contact us for a quote at 027 399 28 00 or via e-mail 

marketing@anzere.ch
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Genuine historical monuments forming part 
of the Valaisan landscape, the bisses are irri-
gation canals and historical witnesses to the 
economic and social life of the canton of 
Valais.

Whether dug into the ground, carved or 
suspended in the rock faces like scars 
full of memories, they symbolise the 
Valaisans’ fight for control of the water. 
 
Born out of the peasants’ desire to escape 
the cruel consequences of drought, the 
bisses artificially divert water, previously 
captured in rivers, onto cultivated hillsides. 
 
The gently sloping paths that run along 
these bisses take you across a variety of 
sites, providing walkers with breathtaking 
routes throughout the valleys, villages and 
mountains. This is why these small paths, 
free of motorised traffic, are very popu-
lar hikes and allow you to discover one of 
the most picturesque aspects of our region.  

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
On these walks you rarely find refreshment 
stands or restaurants, so always take a drink 
and carry a picnic with you. We advise you to 
be equipped with sturdy footwear and ade-
quate clothing to protect yourself from the 
elements (cold, rain, heat...). 

The bisses are very popular walk so in winter, 
when the snow cover is low, it is possible to 
borrow them.
 

The bisses of Valais - irrigation canals that 
have become tourist attractions

The start and end points of the route are ser-
ved by public transport.

BEHAVIOUR ALONG THE BISSES
Do not damage the bank or throw anything 
into the weir (risk of overflow). Respect for 
hikers and other users of the weed is para-
mount. 
Dogs must be kept under control.

DISCOVER OUR 6 BISSES 

On the following pages, the bisses of our 
region are presented to you. If you would like 
to discover others, do not hesitate to contact 
us. We can provide you with a complete map 
of the bisses of the whole Valais region. 

Tourist Office 
 Place de la Planta 2, 1950 Sion 

  T +41 (0)27 327 77 27 
  siontourisme.ch





BISSE OF MONTORGE

The Bisse of Montorge, built in 1885, collects the water 
from the Lake of Montorge and distributes it on the 
southern slopes of the hill, including the famous Mont 
d’Or vineyard.

ITINERARY

From the train station, take the following streets : 
> Avenue de la Gare > Avenue de Pratifori > Rue des 
Amandiers > Chemin des Lézards > Rue de Gravelone 
 
At the end of Rue de Gravelone, above the retirement 
home, take the small path on your right up to the Lake 
of Montorge through the vineyard. From there, follow 
the edge of the hill along the path up to the top. There 
you will discover the ruins of a castle built 
by the Duke of Savoy at the beginning of 
the 13th century.  

To return : 
1. Go back on the bisse and follow it to the 
west to get round the hill and reach the 
hamlet of Muraz. You can return to Sion via 
Route de Savièse.  

2. Continue along the bisse until Pont-de-la-Morge. 
Return possible by post bus (cff.ch).

DURATION

2 hours  

LENGTH

3.3 km 
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In the heart 
of Valais

Les Celliers de Sion  Route d’Italie 9, CP 4053, 1950 Sion 4 — +41 27 203 56 81 — celliers.ch



BISSE OF CLAVAU 

The Bisse of Clavau, built around 1450, overlooks the 
Rhône Valley between Sion and St-Léonard. 

ITINERARY

From the train station, take the following streets : 
> Avenue de la Gare > Rue de Lausanne > Rue du Grand- 
Pont > Rampe St-George > Rue du Vieux-Moulin

Next to the «Brasserie valaisanne» take the stairs on 
your right and follow the steep path up to the Bisse 
of Clavau, start of your walk. The path along the bisse 
overlooks the Rhône Valley. The walls retaining 
the vineyards are very high making this side of 
the Valley look like giant steps. The bisse passes 
through the vineyard region of Molignon. Then, 
the path dives into the Lienne Valley, below the 
village of Signèse. From that point, follow the 
path leading to Uvrier and St-Léonard.  

In St-Léonard, you can visit Europe’s largest 
underground lake (lac-souterrain.com). 

Return to Sion by train or by bus (cff.ch).

DURATION

2½ hours

LENGTH

6.6 km 
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BISSE DE LENTINE

The Bisse of Lentine begins in the Sionne then irrigates 
the vineyard of Savièse and Sion before ending its 
course in the Lake of Montorge. 
  

ITINERARY 
From the train station, take the following streets : 
> Avenue de la Gare > Rue de Lausanne > Rue du 
Grand-Pont > Route du Rawyl 

You need to leave the Route du Rawyl at the point 
where it crosses the Sionne river. Follow the river on 
its western bank in the direction of Drône village. 
Bellow the village, the bisse crosses the road.  

Follow the bisse to reach the hamlet of Diolly.   

Return to Sion either : 
1.  by following the Route de Savièse 
2. with the path leading to Montorge
3. by post bus (cff.ch).

DURATION

2½ hours

LENGTH

4 km 



BISSE OF BAAR

The Bisse of Baar was built before 1450. It is located 
on the left side of the Rhône Valley, above Sion. It col-
lects its water underneath Brignon castle and irrigates 
the beautiful apricot trees and vineyards of Baar and 
Salins.

ITINERARY

This bisse can be combined with the Bisse of Salins. 

When you arrive in Beuson from the Bisse of 
Salins, follow the ancient road which leads 
down to Brignon castle. 

From the castle of Brignon, go down towards 
the Printse. At the end of the village, take 
the path that crosses the last stable and fol-
low the path of the bisse up to the village of 
Pravidondaz.

From this point, you can take a post bus to 
go back up to the start of the bisse of Salins  
(cff.ch).

DURATION

1½ hours

LENGTH

5 km 
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BISSE OF SALINS

First mentioned in 1435, the Bisse of Salins, collects 
the water in la Printse, in Plan Désert, to irrigate the 
orchards, pastures and raspberry bushes of Beuson, 
Bioley and Salins. 

The walk goes through various environments : alders 
on wetlands, dry grasslands on the sunny slopes, 
sea buckthorn with itsr red berries in autumn, spruce 
forests and raspberry crops.

ITINERARY
This bisse can be combined with the Bisse of 
Baar.

You can start your walk in Bramois. Walk up in 
the direction of la Crêta and la Vernaz. After 
crossing the village of Salins along the main 
road, you will reach the start of the bisse after 4 
hairpin bends. From there, follow the path along 
the bisse to Veysonnaz/Nendaz. Continue until 
the hydrant in the Printse river above the village 
of Beuson.  
> Bisse of Baar (see previous page)

DURATION

3½ hours

LENGTH

12.6 km 
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GRAND BISSE OF VEX

Built at the beginning of the 15th century, this bisse has 
been renovated and the water has flowed along its 
entire length since 2001.  

ITINERARY 
Take the bus from Sion towards Mayens-de-Sion   
(1325 m). From there, follow the road just above the 
restaurant " Le Relais des Mayens " to reach the start 
of the bisse. 

When you arrive in Veysonnaz (1360 m), 
continue along the bisse right next to the 
cable car station. 

Follow the bisse in the direction of 
Planchouet (1505 m). 

Return to Sion by bus (cff.ch).

DURATION

3¼ hours

LENGTH

11 km 

©
 la

fo
ui

no
g

ap
he

.c
o

m



GOÛT
& VIN

Sion 
& Wine

Tour

ENJOY THE CITY OF SION. . .

Information Tourist Office of Sion
T +41 (0)27 327 77 27 | info@siontourisme.ch
siontourisme.ch

From 2 persons Guided tour of the old town offering a tasting of 5 Sion wines, a Valais
selection of cold cuts and the discovery of 3 historical sites (Place de la Planta,
Sorcerers’ Tower, Roman baths) When All year round, Monday to Saturday, upon reservation  
3 start times per day 10:00, 15:15 and 17.00 Duration 2 hours Price CHF 59.– per person
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